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….A ministry of the United Methodist Church 

“Love 

each  
other with 
genuine 
affection 
and take 
delight in  
honoring 

each  
other.” 

Romans 12:10 

Welcome New Members! 
 
 
 

 

 
What a joy it was recently to welcome these new members to Evangel United 
Methodist Church/Nueva Vida!  After studying with Pastor Hector, these  
active members of the Nueva Vida ministry made the decision to commit their 
lives to service and to join the church. 

Evangel United Methodist Church is hosting an early 
Cinco de Mayo fiesta following combined services on 
Sunday, April 30 and is inviting all our local neighbors 
to join us.  Join us for  
authentic Mexican food,  
entertainment and fun as 
we raise funds for this 
“mission in our own  
backyard”. 



 

P A G E  2  

 

The Nueva Vida family held a celebration in the country.  The weather 
was beautiful and a delicious picnic supper and games were enjoyed, 
as well as s’mores around a bonfire!   

 
This may 
need to 
become 
an  
annual 
event. 

The Cultural Corner:  Interesting facts about the Hispanic/

Latino culture 

 

Older people are always greeted first, and people are addressed by their 
last names until they give permission for their first names to be 
used.  Meals are social events with a lot of chatting and 
more important business or news shared later on.   
Saying “please” (por favor) and “thank you” (gracias) is 
very important in Hispanic countries.  When they first 
meet many Hispanics shake hands but later men may 
hug each other and women kiss each other on the cheek 
or even on both cheeks.  People stand much closer together in Hispanic 
countries and might think that someone is being rude if they move further 
away.  There is also a lot more flexibility about time in Hispanic cultures, so 
being right on time is not necessary.  Some people show up about 30 
minutes after the time stated on invitations so there is no reason to worry 
about being a little late! 

Country Celebration 

The January  

meeting of the 

Nueva Vida team 

broke records for 

attendance.  We 

had 28 people, 

including 17  

Spanish speaking 

members.  The 

meeting was 

opened with  

prayers in English 

and Spanish and 

closed with prayer 

in Quiche.  How 

exciting it is to see 

our Latino  

members taking an 

active part in  

planning for the 

ministry. 

 
Thank you to 
Atchison First 

United  
Methodist Church 

for  graciously  
sharing their 

Christmas Eve 
Service offering as 
a mission gift to 
the  Nueva Vida  

Ministry.   
Thank you also to 

Countryside   
United Methodist 
Church in Topeka 
for their amazing 
love gift and for 
their continued 

support. 
 

God bless you all! 



Off to a Busy Start 

P A G E  3  A  M I N I S T R Y  O F  T H E  U N I T E D  M E T H O D I S T  C H U R C H  

 

The Nueva Vida team is always looking for new members.  If you feel a calling in your heart 
to be in mission with this special group please contact Pastor Hector at 

hsanchez@greatplainsumc.org,  Jennifer Shaw at jenilu2348@msn.com, or Sarah LeDoux 
at sarah.ledoux@hotmail.com.  

Several new projects were discussed at a recent Nueva Vida team meeting in January.  There will 
be many new opportunities for you to use your special talents to benefit our church family.  Please 
contact the church if you would be interested in helping with any of the following: 
 
• Bible Study being held in Pastor Hector’s home 
 
• Adult English as Second Language classes held on  

Saturday mornings at Evangel 
 
• Guitar lessons 
 
• Carpentry and basic electricity and plumbing skills  
 (We are currently looking for a location for this  
            opportunity). 
 
• Providing photo identification cards for our Latino friends 
 
• 12 step program in Spanish 
 

Nueva Vida hosted a fiesta for the Atchison United Methodist Church in 
March.  Pastor Nancy Kollhoff and her congregation were gracious hosts 
and delicious authentic Mexican food was enjoyed by all.  Burritos, salad, 
chips and salsa (Pastor Hector’s own homemade variety!) were on the 
menu.  Dessert was cinnamon flavored fried tortillas with ice cream and 
chocolate sauce.  One young man commented “this is the best dessert  

ever!” 
 
It was a wonderful time of 
sharing in God’s message 
and singing praises.  If your 
church would be  
interested in having  
Nueva Vida come with a 
fiesta and program, please 
contact Pastor Hector. 

Atchison United Methodist Church Fiesta 



Santa and His Elves Bring Smiles and Gifts 

Christmas joy was evident everywhere during the Christmas Nueva Vida service.  In  

addition to gathering to celebrate the birth of the Christ Child, Santa and his helpers 

found their way to the church. 

  

Bible School 

Would your church consider supporting  
Nueva Vida with your Bible School program 
this summer?  We would be happy to visit 
your church sometime during Bible school to 
share with the children about the Nueva Vida 
families and our mission work with them.  
This would be a wonderful opportunity for children to see and meet  
people that their mission dollars are helping. 


